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Walk into QT Gold Coast 
and  be welcomed  
by an inspired  space  
where nostalgic surfer   
chic meets Miami 
catwalk cool.

For reservations call 07 5584 1200   
or visit qtgoldcoast.com.au

* Valid for bookings until 22nd December 2018. Min 2 night stay required.  
Offer is subject to availability and cannot be combined with any other  
offer and is only applied to new bookings.

ENQUIRE WITHIN GCTC TO RECEIVE YOUR MEMBERS ONLY DISCOUNT



RACING AHEAD • ISSUE 50 3

Contents

CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME 4

CEO’S MESSAGE 6

RACEDAY CALENDAR 8

WINX WATCH 8

SPRING CHANCES 10

DUBIOUS DEBUT 13

AQUIS AND O’DEA 13

THE CARNIVAL IN NUMBERS 14

DINING WITH BEN SIDEBOTHAM 16

SPRING CARNIVAL GUEST OPTIONS 17

TRACKSTARS 18

LADIES TRENDING TRACKSIDE 20

MENS DRESS CODE 22

Connect with us
Keep in touch through email or social media, we are on nearly every platform

 GCturfclub  |   GCturfclub  |   Gold Coast Turf Club

www.gctc.com.au



4 RACING AHEAD • ISSUE 50

From The Chairman
Welcome to the 2018 Spring Carnival 
Members Magazine which promises to 
provide all the information you need to 
attend a raceday at the Gold Coast Turf 
Club this season.

A very busy Autumn was had with one of the only 
Members Showcase Days that we have hosted at the 
club for nearly two years. Coordinating and executing 
this event is no easy task and I am pleased to see 
that we accomplished what we set out to achieve. 
Prizes included dining experiences in the Skyline and 
Gallery restaurants, bottles of Moët & Chandon and 
wine and a Punters Prize to the Derby Day Party by 
Moet Ice Imperial in our Event Centre. The day was 
not just about rewarding our members but also about 
showcasing the great value of a GCTC membership 
and our members areas. Our team welcomed 150 
people and out of these guests, 15 decided to join 
our club. Welcome to our new members, I look 
forward to showing you what is in store.

Our Spring Carnival campaign commenced with the 
Pink Ribbon Cup Raceday in September. Like last year, 
we dug deep and produced significant contributions 
to this community fundraising raceday that is in its 11th 
year. National Breast Cancer Foundation also celebrates 
its 25th anniversary this year so it was a big one.  Funds 
raised of $116,261 will go to NBCF, a fantastic result!  As 
promised, I donned my own pink ensemble. Now is the 
time to congratulate our management and staff who I 
am immensely proud of for producing a great Spring 
promotion and filling our function space from one end 
of the track to the other for not just this day, but for 
nearly every raceday throughout the Carnival. As always, 
our members received first access to these packages 
and it is not too late to secure a table or two.

This month, I look forward to seeing you all at our 
AGM on the 26th of October. This year’s AGM will 
provide some great insights into the upcoming 
developments and plans for the Gold Coast Turf Club. 
I will take pleasure in introducing you to our newest 
Board Member, Royce Ahrens who will be attending 
his first AGM with us. Members, this is your club so I 
hope to see a high attendance.

In the lead up to the 1029 Hot Tomato Raceday and 
Melbourne Cup, we will host the Attwood Marshall 
Raceday (Caulfield Cup) on the 20th of October and 
the Lloyds Auctions Raceday (Cox Plate) on the 27th of 
October. Similar to her run in the Winx Stakes, Winx will 
take centre stage on Cox Plate while we wine and dine 
GC style in our Canary Bar and other function spaces.

On Derby Day the 3rd of November I will remind 
you all that this is one of the most popular days to 
use your complimentary members day passes. Over 
400 of these passes were distributed last year, our 
members areas were booming.  Get your black and 
white outfits ready!

This will be the 157th Melbourne Cup and we will be 
broadcasting live to our 10,000 strong crowd. Our 
atmosphere is known to excel in the lead up to the 
main race, with guests running to put down their final 
selections, glasses of champagne toasting wins and 
cheers erupting from every corner.

We will be spoilt with our own live racing and 
members will receive first access to seating as the 
gates will open 15 minutes prior to the general public. 
There are some cracking days ahead of us at the 

GCTC. I’ll see you there.

Brett Cook 

Chairman
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From The Chief Executive 
Officer
Spring bounces back with a bang. I 
blinked and yesterday feels as if it was 
Gold Coast Cup day. 

We have merged with Beaudesert, hosted over 30 
race meetings to date, attended another fantastic 
Stallion Parade outing at Aquis Farm and our Major 
Partners have shown they are paving the future for 
racing in South East Queensland by collaborating with 
Beaudesert as the major naming rights sponsor.

I summarise these achievements with ease but that is 
a testament to how smoothly our club is functioning 
with the aid of great support through sponsors, staff 
and participants. This year will be our first Spring 
Carnival that we serve as a Five Star rated food and 
beverage provider. We have seen a huge difference 
in restaurant attendance since announcing our official 
rating. Although we always knew what quality service 
we were providing, it makes me proud to see it in a 
more tangible format.

Also I am thrilled to announce another award we 
received in September; the monthly category winner 
of the Tourism, Hospitality and Events Award for Gold 
Coast Business Excellence Awards.  As a finalist we are 
now in the running to win the overall title for 2018.   

I have seen our Members areas explode with activity 
over the past few months, the biggest day yet being 
Pink Ribbon Cup where we welcomed the Lexus 
Melbourne Cup Tour and its team of ambassadors. 
We pour so much into preparing for Melbourne Cup 
Day each year that seeing the 18 carat gold Cup in 
person up close was a real treat. Having the Cup onsite 
contributed greatly to our attendance for Pink Ribbon 
Cup Day and to the fundraising efforts for the National 
Breast Cancer Foundation. 

As our Chairman covers the racedays over Carnival, I 
want to remind you all of the fun that we had during 
November and December 2017. Our function spaces 
were overflowing with Christmas cheer and our staff 
knuckled down to make way in preparations for our 
biggest raceday- which this year is The Star Gold Coast 
Magic Millions Raceday. As fast as you can say Sunlight 
we will be launching our Calcutta night packages and 
Aquis Ladies Day.  The 2019 Calcutta is set to unfold 
with a twist that you have never seen before at Aquis 
Park. Keep your eyes peeled for ticket sales and in the 
meantime, make the most of Spring Racing and I will 
see you all trackside.

Steve Lines
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Get Your Event on Track 
AT THE GOLD COAST TURF CLUB

FULL DAY DELEGATE PACKAGE STARTS FROM 
$68.00 PER PERSON PER DAY AND INCLUDES: 

› Conference Room Hire

› Arrival tea and coffee

› A morning break with freshly brewed coffee 
and fine teas & two morning tea items

› A standing buffet lunch

› Delegate refreshments 

› Stationery including note pad & pens

› An afternoon break with freshly brewed coffee and 
fine teas and two afternoon tea items

HALF DAY DELEGATE PACKAGE STARTS FROM 
$60.00 PER PERSON PER DAY 

(EXCLUDES THE MORNING OR AFTERNOON TEA BREAK) 

To book or talk about your event requirements please contact our Sales Manager, 
Justine Oppermann at JustineO@gctc.com.au

Book by 31st December 2018 to take advantage of this offer
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3  The Woodford Reserve Kentucky 
  Bourbon Raceday
6  Heritage Brothers Funeral Services Raceday
13	 	Caulfield	Guineas	-	Diesel	Leaders	Raceday
20	 	Caulfield	Cup	-	Attwood	Marshall	Raceday
27	 	Cox	Plate	-	Lloyds	Auctioneers	&	
		 Valuers	Raceday

OCTOBER 2018
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31    

Winx Watch
If you had the chance to beat Winx, would you take it?

“No way, she is the nation’s sweetheart” Majority Members Vote

“Definitely, I’ll buy the nation a box of tissues with my winnings” Mel Eggleston.

“Of course I would, we are in this game to win” Les Kelly

“I don’t want to be the one that knocks her off, if he was good enough.” 

Arrowfields John Messara on the idea of The Autumn Sun taking on Winx (via RSN).

Upcoming Racedays

3	 Derby	Day	-	Hot	Tomato	Raceday
6 Melbourne Cup Gold Coast 2018
10 LJ Hooker Raceday
17 QLD Master Builders Association Raceday
24 Pacifica Trading Raceday
28 Mid Week Raceday

1 Festive Feast
8 Golden Grove Building Group Raceday
8 Festive Feast
15 Aquis Park Raceday
22 Aquis Park Raceday
29 Aquis Raceday

SPONSOR YOUR OWN RACE OR RACEDAY!
Email alanat@gctc.com.au for more information.

NOVEMBER 2018
S M T W T F S

   1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30

DECEMBER 2018
S M T W T F S

30 31 1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29



RACING AHEAD • ISSUE 50 9



10 RACING AHEAD • ISSUE 50

Gold Coast Spring Chances
With the GCTC looking to be the 
starting point for many of the nations 
superstars, we have put together a 
collection of our Gold Coast Spring 
Chances who either originated at the 
Gold Coast or who are currently racing 
here and at surrounding racetracks.

Houtzen (T Edmonds) - She secured a solid 2nd in 
the G2 McEwen Stakes behind one of the country’s 
most promising young sprinters Nature Strip and an 
unlucky 5th in the G1 Moir Stakes behind Everest 
Starter Viddora but the 2017/18 Queensland 3yo 
Horse of the Year Houtzen looks like a red-hot chance 
in both the Manikato Stakes at Mooney Valley on 
October 26th and the VRC Sprint on the 10th 
of November.

Invincibella (C Waller) - A horse who has spent 
time at the Waller Stable on the Gold Coast in both 
2017 and 2018, Invicibella has had 2 starts at the 

track that included a win in the 2018 Magic Millions 
Fillies & Mares Handicap. After winning the Blazer 
Stakes at Flemington on October the 6th, Invincibella 
is nominated in the Tristarc Stakes on the 20th of 
October, the Manikato Stakes on the 26th October 
and the VRC Sprint on the 10th November. Whichever 
path master trainer Chris Waller decides to take, rest 
assured that she will be tough to beat throughout 
the spring.

Sunlight (T McEvoy) - Now trained at Flemington 
by Tony McEvoy, owned by Aquis Farm and Partners, 
Sunlight is a filly who boasts a tremendous record 
since she blitzed the field in her first 3 wins at the 
Gold Coast in 2017/18. She has continued to honour 
her successful trainer and owners and gone onto win 
7 and place in 3 of her 10 career starts, including a 
strong 3rd in the 2018 Golden Slipper. She will start 
in the Group 1 Manikato Stakes at Mooney Valley on 
October 26th, and with her gate speed and a track 
to suit, she will be a live chance to defeat the older 
horses at Weight For Age. 
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Winter Bride (Toby Edmonds) - Having now won 4 
races in a row, including 2 Group 3 wins at Caulfield, 
Segenhoe Stud’s mare Winter Bride has been one 
of the surprise packets of the 2018 Victorian Spring 
Carnival so far. With her trainer Toby Edmonds yet to 
confirm the remainder of her preparation, make sure 
you pay attention to your form guides over the next 
few weeks to find out what’s next for the 
Gold Coast mare.

Freddie Fox Trot (Les Kelly) - With a record of 6 
wins from 8 starts, Freddie Fox Trot is developing into 
a cult hero horse on the Gold Coast. With 2017/18 
champion Gold Coast Trainer Les Kelly calling the 
shots, expect Freddie to continue to work through the 
grades and don’t be surprised if you see him winning 
a black type race soon.

From Within (Toby Edmonds) - Another of Toby’s 
horses who has started the season off in strong style, 
the 4YO has improved out of sight since relocating 
from Sydney to the Gold Coast earlier this year. The 
stable has kept their options open for her next start, 
with the mare nominated in 3 races across Doomben 
and Caulfield this weekend.

Aquis Park promotes sensible gambling and accepts 
no responsibility or liability for any losses which may 
be incurred by any person or persons using the whole 
or part of the contents of the information. Please 
gamble responsibly.
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A RECORD-BREAKING DEBUT 
FOR DUBIOUS
Dubious proved too good in his first 
start in the Group Three Arrowfield 
Breeders’ Plate at Royal Randwick.

The colt was purchased by Ciaron Maher Racing in 
conjunction with Aquis Farm for $350,000 at the 2018 
Magic Millions Gold Coast Yearling Sale from the draft of 
Kitchwin Hills. He was the first foal out of Suspicieuse who 
is a Stakes-placed mare and from the immediate family of 
French Group Three winner Sediciosa.

After winning his only trial at Royal Randwick on 
September 17, he became the first Victorian trained 
horse to win the Group Three Arrowfield Breeders’ 
Plate at Royal Randwick.

Dubious settled one off the leader, before taking off in 
the last 100m to sweep Covert Ops by a short head on 

the line, taking out the first juvenile race of the season, 
all while setting a new race-record in a time of time 
0:56.45 for the 1000m.

“He was our most progressive colt of our current 
2-year-olds, “said Ciaron Maher. “Shane McGrath from 
Aquis mentioned the idea. It’s a stallion-making race 
and that’s what we aim to do with this horse. So, he’s 
started his career very well.

“I’m just rapt to be able to win. If it’s history, that’s 
even better. Michael Walker does a lot of work for 
us at home also, so it’s great for him to be on board. 
You’ll definitely see more of me in Sydney. I might 
leave Dave in Melbourne. That is the plan. We are 
looking to settle and grow in Sydney.” Dubious 
was impressive in his first start and looks toward a 
promising future.

AQUIS AND O’DEA AN UNBEATABLE 
COMBINATION FOR SUCCESS
Aquis Farm and Steven O’Dea 
recorded a memorable double at Royal 
Randwick with the half-brothers Sesar 
and Doubt Defying.

Doubt Defying was the first win for the duo early in 
the day, with a convincing win in the Celebrations 
Handicap. Trainer Steven O’Dea then made it two 
winners from two runners and his first Sydney 
Metropolitan double. Both Sesar and Doubt Defying 
are raced by Aquis Farm and partners.

Sebring colt Sesar won the Group II ATC Roman 
Consul Stakes in outstanding fashion. Ridden by Jason 
Collett, he burst through on the rail in the last 200m 
running away by more than a length. 

“He was very strong late, he’s a lovely horse,” Collett 
said. A $160,000 Inglis Easter purchase from the 
Southern Cross draft for Jamie Walter’s Proven 
Thoroughbreds and Steve O’Dea Racing, he runs for a 
syndicate that also includes Aquis Farm.

“He showed so much ability last preparation so it’s 
great to see him come back and do what he’s done 
today,” O’Dea said.

“He’ll be even better over further.”

Sesar has the overall record of two wins and a second 
from six starts with prize money topping $300,000 
and was fourth in the Group I BRC JJ Atkins Stakes last 
season to The Autumn Sun beaten just two lengths. 
The half-brothers are out of the mare Sarthemare and 
look to have a bright spring carnival ahead.
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The Carnival in Numbers

Members	admission	
increase

38%
Increase	in	overall	

attendance

25%

General	admission	 
increase

10%
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Dining with Ben Sidebotham
Ben began his cooking adventure in South Australia 1994 undertaking his training 
at Regency College, Adelaide, going on to artisan restaurants of Eros Ouzeri, 
Bernardi’s Wine Bar and The British Hotel.

Extending his cooking knowledge, Ben moved to 
Australia’s east coast islands eventually settling at 
Hayman Island’s awarding-winning restaurant, Azure 
cooking for stars including, John Travolta, Nicole Kidman, 
Baz Lurhmann and then-Prime Minister John Howard.

In the Northern Territory, Ben was Executive Chef at 
the iconic Ayers Rock Resort overseeing the culinary 
direction of the resort, winning two Brolga’s with the 
Sails in the dessert team. Ben won a Gold Plate at WA’s 
Sandalford winery where he organised catering for 
Sting and Michael Bublé concerts, winning a Gold Plate 
for the winery’s main al a carte restaurant. Returning 
to the Northern Territory Ben was Executive Sous Chef 
at Darwin’s SKYCITY Casino, winning his second Gold 
Plate at EVOO signature restaurant. 

Ben returned to Queensland to take an Executive Chef 
Role at Sheraton Mirage Port Douglas overseeing 30 
chefs and 5 restaurants. Staying with the Sheraton 
Group Ben opening the New Four Points by Sheraton 
the first new hotel in Brisbane in 16 years. After a small 
stint at the Regatta Hotel refining his steak cooking 
skills he has taken over the reins at the Gold Coast 
Turf Club, helping to modernize the culinary options. 

Dine in either the Gallery or Skyline restaurants on all 
racedays during the Spring Carnival and enjoy some 
of Bens fusion of tastes and ingredients. From the 
13th of October (Caulfield Guineas Day) to the 06th of 
November (Melbourne Cup Day) our Skyline Restaurant 
will include a Premium Drinks Package alongside a 
four course lunch, access to members, reserved tiered 
seating, private plasma tv and racebook.

Ben will be overseeing all culinary 
productions throughout the 
racetrack. On Melbourne Cup 
Day our function space will be 
booming with events that will 
serve some of the Executive 
Chefs favourites. If you are 
hoping to host friends, 
family or guests in a 
setting bursting with 
excitement, choose 
from one of these 
three popular 
options: Gallery, 
Boardroom and 
Event Centre.
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Spring Carnival Guest Options
Guest card options

Wanting to bring a few extra pals along with you for 
the ultimate raceday experience? Purchase up to two 
additional guest cards and receive unlimited access into 
all members’ areas on all standard racedays. Only $100 
each and valid until June 30th 2019.

Members day passes

Members Day Passes are valid on all Spring Carnival 
Racedays excluding Melbourne Cup day. Organise 
yours in advance or on the day. Each member is 
entitled to ten complimentary Members Day Passes 
to give to friends and family. If you have more than 
ten friends attending or used all of your passes on 
another fantastic raceday already, you can purchase 
additional passes at 50% off.



18 RACING AHEAD • ISSUE 50

Trackstars
Each year the Gold Coast Turf Club witnesses a multitude of Jockeys passing   
through its doors. 

From metropolitan group winners to provincial country battlers, in the last decade a few prominent riders have 
always returned to the Gold Coast. They have begun their career here, experienced highs and lows, and you will 
see them without a doubt throughout Spring, charging towards the finish line. Here are some of their stories.

Rikki Palmer

Gold Coast born and raised, Rikki palmer went to 
school at Helensvale State School. An avid gymkhana 
and pony clubber, Rikki was naïve when it came to 
racing but when she received an email from her Pony 
Club MC to attend a traineeship at the racecourse, she 
thought she would give it a shot.

“People always asked me why don’t you be a jockey 
because you are so small. So I thought, why not and 
started riding racehorses as part of the traineeship I 
did after year 12. I jumped into it whole heartedly. I 
had no one to idolise in the industry as I was so new 
to it so I just worked hard regardless.

I started off working with David Kelly and soon after 
Harold Norman approached me and said, “I heard 
you were looking for someone to apprentice for, I will 
give you a go”. None of my family were involved in 
racing but my mum had horses. Not having the racing 
background didn’t give me a great amount 

of confidence but Harold helped me find my way. 
I had one of my most memorable moments in my 
career so far with his horse Lucky Tom. I won on him 
in the Phoenix listed 2 yr old race at Eagle Farm 
back in 2014. I stuck with Tom and was the happiest 
apprentice in Australia when I got to ride him in the 
Group 1 Caulfield Guineas with a 3 kilo claim.

I had these highs to help me through the penultimate 
lows- waking up for the early mornings but really I 
was always doing my favourite thing every day so I 
always thought to myself that old saying-if you find 
something you love you never work a day in your life.

Gold Coast is home for me and I love riding here. 
I’m comfortable here with my family close by and my 
strong network. Not to mention being able to work 
alongside my husband who is a jockey, Matthew 
Palmer and watch him ride winners is one of the 
biggest highs I will ever have on the racetrack.”

Rikki Palmer
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Luke Dittman

At 27 years old, Luke Dittman has only scratched at 
the surface of his racing career. With multiple group 
winners notched on his belt, his humble roots and 
strong relationship with racing is what makes him an 
interesting read.

“I attended TSS growing up but I was only in grade 
10 when I knew that I wanted to start in the industry 
that my parents and extended family were so heavily 
involved with. My dad was a champion jockey, my 
mother a trainer and grandfather a bookmaker. 
Believe it or not, I left school knowing what I wanted 
to do but I could not ride. I hadn’t ridden a horse 
before and sat on my first proper one when I was 14. 
Ten years later I rode Worthy Cause in Flemington 
and won in the Paris Lane Stakes. That was one of my 
biggest highlights.

I have had a lot of success with John Zielke but Kelso 
Wood with Into The Red has given me my most 
memorable win in the Bribie Handicap at Doomben. 

It then led me to ride him and win in the Group 3 WJ 
Healy two months later. It is always good riding and 
winning in the big races but it doesn’t quite compare 
to riding a winner in a big race at your home track. 
Winning the Ken Russell at Gold Coast topped the 
Bribie Handicap. The Gold Coast will always be home. 
It is a great place to live, always warm, beaches down 
the road- who wouldn’t want to base themselves here.

For now I am focusing on the GC. I would love to get 
into Singapore but for foreseeable future I will be 
riding in circles by the GC Skyline. When you have a 
place that has contributed so much to your career and 
given it the momentum to get going, it is hard to call 
any other place home.”

Luke Dittman
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Ladies Trending Trackside 
BY	LOUISE	CHAMBERS	-	www.louisechambers.com.au   

Spring Racing Carnival is a mere flick 
of the calendar page away, so what 
are we going to be spotting trackside 
in 2018? 

Let’s work from head to toe… Headwear & Millinery 
Bows are big (in both trend and size!) made from 
veiling, lace, silks, stiffened fabrics, straws or sinamay. 
Wide brims are back (ever-immaculate Amal Clooney 
may have something to do with that). Dramatic brims, 
to the point of oversized, can mean one thing…only 
air kisses, darling! Turbans and Headscarves – they 
were hot last spring carnival and they will be again! 
Visor styles – not for the meek and mild, they will finish 
an edgier outfit for the confident and they will be 
made from anything and everything – Perspex, PVC, 
metals, leathers and more.

Accessories never to be overlooked, your clutch, 
shoes, jewellery plus your mani-pedi should finish 
telling your story. 

Give them as much time and thought as the dress 
and headpiece to do your outfit justice. Whatever you 
do, go for a clutch and leave the handbag behind. 
Comfortable shoes are a must so if you’re wearing a 
new pair, wear them in prior to the day and kit yourself 
out with Scholl Party Feet gel padding. It’s just never 
classy rounding out the day clutching those heels 
in hand. Book your partner in for a foot rub at day’s 
end instead! One last tip: if you’re short on time or 
watching your budget, check out the amazing range 
of dresses, millinery and accessories at GlamCorner. 
Aside from not breaking the bank to look a million 
dollars, it’s just so darn easy – choose, pay and await 
your beautifully boxed delivery. Even better? When 
the party is over, you just pop it in the prepaid bag 
supplied and send it back…cleaning it is all part of the 
service! Love this!
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STAKES DAY – RELAXED 

After a massive carnival, it’s nice to have a day where 
things are a little more relaxed on the fashion front. 

Not about structure and flamboyance but more an 
understated elegance. You can even call upon your 
favourite dress pant for this one!

Dress:	KitX  
Hat: Sarah J Curtis  
Earrings:	Amber Sceats  
Sunglasses:	Fendi  
Handbag:	Calvin Klein  
Shoes:	Edward Meller 
Shimmering	Skin	Perfector:	Becca, Sephora

DERBY	DAY	–	BLACK	&	WHITE

Black and white is not negotiable for Derby Day…
so choose one or choose both and make it a head to 
toe affair. Add interest with patterns and textures and 
don’t be shy to mix and match these.

Dress:	Rebeccca Vallance (Hire from Glam Corner) 
Visor:	Florencia Tellado, The Eternal Headonist 
Earrings:	Najo 
Clutch:	Olga Berg  
Shoes:	Tony Bianco 
Bangle:	Cue

MELBOURNE CUP – FLAMBOYANT FUN 

The day to make your flamboyance known! Bold 
colours, edgy cuts and cutting-edge accessories will 
turn heads for the right reasons.

Dress:	Lover  
Headband:	Florence Tellado, Eternal Headonist  
Sunglasses:	Shevoke  
Earrings:	Najo  
Clutch:	Camilla  
Shoes:	Tony Bianco  
Nail	Colour:	OPI
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Mens Dress Code 
Interpretation
Have you ever been stumped by a dress code? We don’t blame 
you! Navigating the difference between dressy casual, smart casual, 
black tie and black tie optional can seem like picking the trifecta.

Luckily, we would like to guide you for all of your different “race moods”. Strictly collared shirts, 
closed dress shoes and dress pants. No fancy dress or matching outfits.

DRESSY/CASUAL For the guys, this is a standard dress code and 
important to get right. Think of elevating your usual 
casual wear by combining everyday garments with 
sophisticated items. T-shirt and blazer or chinos and 
polo. The choice is yours.

SMART CASUAL This is a code that sits a notch above dressy casual but 
not quite business enough for workwear. Men are not 
required to assemble a suit for this category, chinos 
with a sweater or dark jeans with a blazer works 
perfectly. When it comes to a shirt, don’t skimp out on 
the collar and some buttons. Don’t ruin this outfit by 
missing a leather shoe or brogue.

COUNTRY CLUB CASUAL This category is precisely what you think it is. Men in 
polo tops alongside light fabrics. Minimal accessories 
and comfortable shoes are appropriate in case you 
happen across a lawn…

BEACH FORMAL Speaking of Gold Coast style- Generally reserved for 
summer weddings or outdoor social events, this is a 
colourful mixture of comfort and style.

COCKTAIL ATTIRE If you want to feel right at home on a Feature or Metro 
Raceday, this category calls for you.  For men to dress 
for it, a simple suit is ideal. Polish your shoes, practice 
your tie and maybe add a little flair or personal style 
with pocket hankerchief.
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FESTIVE 
FEAST

Christmas

B O O K  N O W  AT  GCTC.COM .AU

24TH NOVEMBER 
TO 15TH DECEMBER

FESTIVE FEAST $155PP

ENTRY TO THE RACECOURSE

ENTRY TO THE EVENT CENTRE

A GOLDEN CHRISTMAS THEME

RESERVED SEATING ON TABLES OF TEN

CHRISTMAS BUFFET LUNCH INCLUDING DESSERT

5HR SELECT BEVERAGE PACKAGE FROM 12.00PM -5.00PM 
INCLUDING A SELECTION OF RED AND WHITE WINES, 

SPARKLING WINE, LIGHT AND HEAVY BEERS AND SOFT DRINK.

SANTA VISIT

ENTERTAINMENT

RACEBOOK


