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From The Chairman
We took the lead as we closed our second 
quarter for the year which brought us 
the success of the Gold Coast Cup!

Our rebranding from Prime Ministers Cup to Gold 
Coast Cup Raceday was well received and the day 
saw many welcomed changes including; record 
member attendances, unique trophies, member 
giveaways and who could forget the winning trainer 
of the 900m sprint Bat Out Of Hell; Kris Lees - taking 
home a brand-new Harley-Davidson® STREET BOB.

PLANNING HAS COMMENCED FOR 2019 SO 
WATCH THIS SPACE!

For the first time in 20 years, retired resident 
racecaller Steve Hawkins was able to take backseat 
and enjoy a refreshment during this busy quarter as 
our new resident caller Terry Spargo takes the reigns.

I always like to talk about new beginnings… which 
leads me to announce the exciting news of our sister 
merger with Beaudesert Race Club.

We have recently taken Beaudesert Race Club 
under our wing and formed a partnership which 
gives GCTC management rights of the Club and 
more. By forming this relationship GCTC are open 

to unbelievable opportunities such as; additional 
training facilities, trial days & racedays including 
feature days. As it is only early days we will have more 
information for you and we will present a proposal at 
the AGM on October 26th to outline what this means 
for you, our members.

As a trial to see if the partnership was beneficial to 
GCTC we had the pleasure of running our first feature 
raceday known as Beaudesert Cup Day. It was indeed 
a success with over 350 guests pre-booked.

We can also announce that for the first time in 
history we released our Spring Carnival Packages in 
record timing.

Spring Carnival brings us an explosive action-packed 
season with; Cox Plate, Caulfield Cup, Derby Day, 
Melbourne Cup, and my favourite Birkbeck Jewellers 
Pink Ribbon Raceday. You could not have missed me 
last year in my bright pink ensemble and I hope you 
will all support this great cause and join me in your 
pink attire so we can assist in topping last years total 
funds raised which was $117,130.00.
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In closing, I want to share with you the events that took 
place at our annual Racing Industry Awards night.

We opened the night with highlighting and 
applauding the 12 monthly horse winners and 
announcing our Horse of the Year. The Michael 
Costa trained Malkara took the title home due to his 
3 consecutive doubt defying wins in August 2017. 
After a fine dinner, we sat in anticipation to see big 
hoop Jackson Murphy take home Apprentice Jockey 
with a staggering 23 wins. Jackson spoke about his 
determination to keep tipping away at the Coast 
and was thankful for a good year. We cheered as 
leading Jockey, Ryan Plumb took to the stage with his 
daughter Olivia to accept Jockey of the Year. Amongst 
his 47 wins, his most memorable ride was Sheza Lily. 
It was evident that his supporting Trainer had a strong 
following in the room as the attendees erupted into 
applaud when Les Kelly was announced Trainer of the 
Year. With his 38 wins, Presenter Elly Wicks had an easy 
time interviewing the successful trainer as he had his 
words perfectly put together and spoke about the true 
heart behind the club and how that is what makes it so 
special to win here. 

Guest speaker Wayne Hawkes spoke candidly about 
Chatauqua and gave us a true insight into the ‘Grey 
Flash’ as well as positive feedback on our future track 
upgrades and what that means for southern trainers 
and the industry as a whole.   Then we got to announce 

the Premiership Horse of the Year winner- Desmon’s 
Pride and Feature Horse of the Year- Sunlight.

Steve Hawkins (Hawko), Alan ‘Pup’ Cowie and John 
and Helen Page were each celebrated for their various 
achievements and contributions at the club. It was the 
smoothest decision between our Board of Directors 
and myself to include this group of people in our Hall 
of Fame. Between John and Helen’s long successful 
career in the racing industry alongside their huge 
support for the club, Alan Cowie’s historical wins and 
Hawko’s 20-year career with his many hats- the crowd 
was appeased by this year’s inductees.

I invite those who attended and those who missed out, 
to look through the highlights of the night.

So as this racing season closes successfully, I look forward 
to seeing you in the lead up to the Spring Carnival.

Brett Cook 
Chairman
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From The Chief Executive Officer

With our chairman, Brett Cook covering the 
quarter that has been and a brief insight to 
what’s to come I am delighted to announce 
that there is much more that lies ahead...

Our brand-new State of the Art Betting Auditorium 
is now complete and we estimate that it will host 
over three thousand racing enthusiasts over 
the next quarter. With its self-serve terminals, 
controlled cooling, new furnishings this isn’t 
just a Betting Auditorium for racedays, it will 
now double as a profitable function facility.

Members will again be invited to attend the Aquis 
Stallion parade on August 19th. Similar to last year we 
will chauffeur you to and from the Farm from GCTC. 
The day will entail a viewing of the finest Stallions at 
Aquis Farm across their two properties followed by a 
site tour and an insight into the breeding potentials 
available with our partners. We have been allocated 
50 tickets and if you are attending but have not 
registered, please let Jane our Members Liaison know.

The winter season has been full throttle and now 
moving into Spring there are many sponsored 
racedays that will bring guests from far and wide.

To mention a few that are on prior to our Spring 
Carnival will be Griffith Uni Student Guild, Viva 
Racing, Manning Memorial, Cordner Advisory, Perry 
Homes, SUEZ and Pink Ribbon Cup Raceday.

We will also be hosting a day specifically for our 
members known as a Members Sign Up Day on 
Saturday the 29th of September. Free for members 
and discounted for their guest with many additional 
offerings to become a member themselves!

As you are all aware we gave away $16,500 in 
cash prizes for our members weekly draw. Our first 
prize of $6,500 going to Barry Swain on December 
23rd. I am sure you have all heard from the man 
himself but to mention it again; Dick O’Halloran 
won $10,000 cash on Cup Day and was so excited 
that he forgot to take his walking stick when he 
galloped to collect the prize – adrenalin kicked in.

In closing I would like to thank all of our 
members again for the support and patience 
during the redevelopments. With only a few 
minor movements remaining, we are close to 
completion and launching an official opening.

Kind Regards,

Steve Lines
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Upcoming Racedays

3 Derby Day - Hot Tomato Raceday
6 Melbourne Cup Gold Coast 2018
10 LJ Hooker Raceday
17 QLD Master Builders Association Raceday
24 Pacifica Trading Raceday
28 Mid Week Raceday

1  Cordner Advisory Raceday
8 Perry Homes Raceday
15 Suez Raceday
22 Pink Ribbon Cup Raceday
29 Aquis Raceday

3  The Woodford Reserve Kentucky 
  Bourbon Raceday
6  Heritage Brothers Funeral Services Raceday
13	 	Caulfield	Guineas	-	Diesel	Leaders	Raceday
20	 	Caulfield	Cup	-	Attwood	Marshall	Raceday
27	 	Cox	Plate	-	Lloyds	Auctioneers	&	
		 Valuers	Raceday

SPONSOR YOUR OWN RACE OR RACEDAY!
Email alanat@gctc.com.au for more information.

SEPTEMBER 2018
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Geoff Taylor
We would like to take this opportunity to express 
our sympathies about the loss of our Life Member, 
Geoff Taylor who was heavily involved in the 
development of the Gold Coast Turf Club.

Geoff arrived in 1971 to the Gold Coast from Geelong where he 
assisted in turning our club from a tin shed into an established 
venue that hosts hundreds of thousands of guests annually. Geoff 
was also a developer of the GC waterways, some of GC’s first 
sky scrapers and more famously, Pacific Fair Shopping Centre.

A man that was not fazed by water, he is fondly remembered 
for his efforts in helping men and women during a flood on a 
popular raceday in 1974. The races were able to continue on 
the sand but the grandstand was deluged. He ensured that 
all patrons enjoyed their day despite of the circumstances.

Assisting Peter Gallagher for a long period of time, Geoff Taylor 
also aided the Racing Office and selecting the fields, as the 
treasurer and afforded his skills as an engineer to the club.

He drew the plans for the Dome, the Swab Boxes and Horse Stalls 
that house our thoroughbreds during racedays. During his time as 
treasurer, Geoff aided the planning of over $9 million dollars’ worth.

It was not hard to see what a good man, husband 
and father Geoff Taylor was and the impact he had 
on Gold Coast Racing and Development.

He will be sorely missed.
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From The Membership 
Department
If you renewed your membership online through your member portal before 
July 31st, you went into a draw to win two tickets to the Event Centre for both 
2018 Melbourne Cup and 2019 The Star Gold Coast Magic Millions Raceday. 
Each ticket will include access into the racecourse, the event centre, a racebook, 
reserved seating in a themed function space and access to a food and 
beverage package for the entire day. I am so very pleased to let you all know 
that the winner was Guy Ardito. Congratulations to Guy Ardito and we hope 
that you enjoy your Feature Raceday experiences. We have had some really 
amazing prizes to give away over the last few months and although we cannot 
giveaway prizes to everyone, there are some very special members who attend 
our raceclub that we would like to recognise.

Members like Suzanne Mitchell and her husband, are avid race goers who attend 
our Club. Suzanne and her husband start their adventure to the Gold Coast from 
Condobolin, a beautiful location set in rural New South Wales where Suzanne 
spends her harsh winters hand feeding livestock and caring for her property. 

This journey takes just over 11 hours but to Suzanne it is not much of a long 
way as they both love it. There are a few racedays within the year that they enjoy 
attending and without a doubt, they will not be seen at the Gold Coast unless 
they have planned a raceday to go along with the trip. Although they frequent 
the standard racedays, their highlight of the Aquis Park racing calendar is the 
Melbourne Cup and of course the Magic Millions Raceday.

Both Suzanne and her husband attend the majority of the events during 
the Magic Millions Carnival. On their first UBET Calcutta night, Suzanne was 
a winner of one of the runners in the main 2 Year Old Magic Millions race. 
Suzanne mentioned that their excitement just seemed to continue from there 
as in 2016 they were delighted to attend the sales room on the Friday night 
and watch the bidding. Their close friend, Vin Cox is part of the reason why they 
adore the Magic Millions, however their strong involvement with Picnic and 
Country racing in Mudgee also plays part. Very rarely would they attend the 
races without bumping in to a familiar face or making a new friend.

Reciprocal News
Amongst our 25 Reciprocal Raceclubs are the Australian Turf Club, Moonee 
Valley and Victoria Racing Club. Each year as they prepare for their big racedays, 
they release reciprocal member forms. These forms are prepared for the Spring 
Carnival in Melbourne and for the Everest raceday in Sydney. If you would like to 
attend one of these Feature Racedays, please get in touch with our membership 
department. We will endeavour to assist your visit interstate and provide 
recommendations along the way.

New Members
We extend a warm Aquis Park welcome to all new members for the 2018/19 
Race Season. All new members who joined before 31st July 2018 were entered 
into a draw to win 10 tickets to the Canary Bar at the GCTC on Cox Plate 
Raceday, 27th of October. 
Congratulations to Donna 
Johnston who was the lucky 
winner of this amazing prize. 
A big thank you also to our 
current members who referred 
new or old friends to join. Each 
current member who refers 
a full paying member to join 
receives a $50.00 referral credit 
on their account to use for next 
years renewals.
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Racing News From 
Steve Andrews
Amongst the participants of the Brisbane Racing Carnival were 11 
Horse Trainers, both local and interstate who were based at the Gold 
Coast Turf Club. These trainers evidently saw a huge advantage from 
obtaining access to a Course Proper which we are sure contributed 
to their success over the Queensland Winter Racing Carnival. Horses 
require a gallop leading up to their feature races in order for their 
trainer to gauge their fitness and not all training facilities offer access 
to their main track. This is a big “selling point” for trainers who look 
to use our track in the future as a training base which we successfully 
managed without hindering the rating of our own raceday surface.

Collectively, these elite 11 trainers earnt $4,242,805.00 in 
prizemoney between our Gold Coast Cup meeting on the 5th of 
May and throughout the Queensland Winter Racing Carnival in 
Brisbane. This prizemoney comprised of 13 wins and a multitude of 
placings from these trainers.

Out of the 6 big race meetings at Doomben, Gold Coast trainers 
succeeded a placing or higher in all of the major races. A 
combination of Firsts and Placings were secured in 6 races on 
Doomben 10,000 Day, in 3 of the races on Doomben Cup Day, 
6 of the races on Queensland Oaks Day and another 6 races on 
Stradbroke Day. Up until Stradbroke Day, Gold Coast trainers 
won every major Group 1 race during the Brisbane Carnival. With 
statistics like that, you cannot deny that our trainers are thriving.

We are now looking to continue to preserve and maintain our track 
in time for Spring and the first of our Semi Feature race meetings 
in September. I look forward to hosting the next 15 race meetings. 
Take a look at the enclosed calendar for our schedule.
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Say Hello To 
Justine Oppermann
Aquis Park would like to give a very 
warm welcome to Justine Opperman 
who has recently been appointed as 
Sales Manager here at the Club. Justine 
has an extensive business development 
background, primarily developed 
through her work for 5 Star Hotels and 
most recently being part of the Sales 
Team at the Gold Coast Convention 
and Exhibition Centre. Justine has been 
exposed to all different kinds of events, 
both large and small and of varying types 
including concerts, conventions, sporting 
events, stage shows, conferences, gala 
dinners, exhibitions and day meetings. 
Justine has shifted her focus towards 
both Corporate, Private, Raceday and 
Sponsorship opportunities here at the 
Gold Coast Turf Club and has brought 
along her enthusiasm and in depth 
knowledge of the events industry.

A racegoer herself, she regularly 
attended events and racedays at Aquis 
Park prior to her commencement and 
understands what it is like to be a guest 
in our function spaces. This knowledge, 
combined with her extensive Sales and 
Business Development experience within 
the industry will be an asset to the team.

One of her favourite aspects of the 
Gold Coast Turf Club is that every single 
space boasts enviable natural light and 
unparalleled skyline views which most 
hotel function spaces aren’t able to 
offer. If you see her walking around our 
members areas please do not hesitate to 
welcome and say hello to Justine. She’d 
be delighted to stop and have a chat!

Welcome James Cable
We wish to extend a warm welcome to 
our newly appointed Racing Manager 
– James Cable. James studied at 
Southern Cross University in Lismore 
where he completed a Bachelor of 
Sport Business, then moved down 
to Sydney in 2008 where he took 
a position with Racing NSW in the 
Racing and Handicapping department. 
From there he worked his way up 
through the Handicapping ranks 
and also undertook the Assistant 
Racing Manager position. In 2014 
he moved across to the Australian 
Turf Club as Race Programming and 
Operations Manager across all 4 
Sydney Metropolitan Tracks in which he 
finished up only weeks ago.

His new role as Racing Manager is to 
manage the GCTC’s racing product 
and to maximise horse and industry 
participation through the planning 

and delivery of effective races and 
meetings. He plans to do this through 
liaising with both the Gold Coast 
trainers and Racing QLD to develop 
an effective programming model 
that will continue to build field sizes. 
Other roles include pre race day 
planning and post race day evaluation, 
initiating trainer incentives, analysis 
of GCTC race performance statistics, 
management of officials and owner 
relations. James will also be managing 
the daily operations of the newly 
merged Beaudesert Race Club.

James will be a great asset to the team 
and  is very excited to join the GCTC 
at a time of great promise for the club. 
James has been very impressed with 
Brett, Steve and the Boards vision for 
the future and is delighted for the 
opportunity to be a part of it.
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A Message From Aquis 
Last racing season Aquis owned or part 
owned horses won 12 races at Aquis Park 
Home of the Gold Coast Turf Club – through 
the whole season Aquis won 92 races which 
was a pretty incredible feat for a new player 
on the block.

All our winners, plus many many more for other 
owners, were pre trained and educated at our state of 
the art training facility Aquis Farm at Canungra. At the 
Gold Coast Turf Club Aquis won the two big two year 
old races with Sunlight winning the 2 year old Magic 

Millions and with Sesar winning the Group Three Ken 
Russell Classic. 

These highs of racing need to balanced with lows 
like the loss of our very promising horse Setoga 
after winning at the Gold Coast in late May due to an 
unfortunate accident. But it is these highs and lows 
that make racing what it is.

Aquis supports the Gold Coast Turf Club with all 
that it is doing to improve racing at the GCTC and 
supports its recently announced plans with the 
Beaudesert Turf Club.

Our aims at Aquis are to win more races this season 
than last season; win more races at the GCTC than 
last season and bring the joy of racing to more and 
more people whilst continuing to support the GCTC 
in all its endeavours

Shane	McGrath
Chief Executive Officer
Aquis Farm
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