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The winner of the MOCO Food Services Gold Coast Stakes, 'Doubt Defying' ridden by Jeff Lloyd.
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Chairman’s Welcome
3 months of racing at Aquis Park and 
it’s hard to believe all of the things 
that we have accomplished. 

Since Magic Millions Raceday we hosted several 
important racedays starting with our Memorial 
Raceday where we celebrated the life of those that 
are very special to the club. It was good to catch up 
and reminisce with the families.

Following this significant day February brought 
Chinese New Year to Aquis Park!

Thanks to Aquis Farm for sponsoring this day, 
together we transformed the entire club into a 
vibrant Chinese inspired precinct including décor, 
catering and entertainment. Traditional Chinese 
Lions performed throughout the venue and riled 
up the Jockeys and Trainers in the mounting yard. 
Feedback from this day was exceptional with many 
reporting that the entertainment was the highlight 
of the day. Due to this success this calendar event 
will be held annual at GCTC so lock in Saturday 2nd 
February 2019.

Aquis has continued to host offset events in a variety 
of our function spaces for their Aquis Chinese Jockey 

Club. This club is primarily focused in promoting 
horse ownership in Queensland which is fantastic for 
our industry. A win-win for all. 

As the month of Autumn Madness, March was 
heavily booked with a concession of sponsors such 
as; The Australasian Order of Old Bastards, Reward 
Hospitality, MOCO Food Services combined with 
Carbine Club and Commercial Kitchen Company. 

On March 17th we celebrated our feature raceday 
the Jewel of the Coast Raceday; which now includes 
the 2YO QTIS Jewel and 3YO. The day brought 
people from all backgrounds, from Interstate Owners 
to the Girls on Tour. Our fantastic staff kept in the 
“Jewel” theme and procured two fantastic prizes 
from Le Gassicks for the Girls on Tour Gatsby themed 
luncheon. Two Girls on Tour attendees took home 
a fantastic prize from Le Gassicks which included a 
Longines Watch and pair of studded gold earrings. 
Other prizes on the day included Moet champagne, 
vouchers for Glam Corners dress hire and a few 
bottles of rum! The ladies and gents certainly 
enjoyed themselves.

The loss of our member’s car park unquestionably 
did not impact on the day which was a huge success 
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with special thanks going to Racing Queensland for 
contributing greatly to the prize pool of this day. 
It is just a taste of the generous prize pool that will 
exceed $1 Million in 2019 for qualified horses.

Before we look ahead I would personally like 
to thank and farewell, respected bookie, John 
Greening and our long standing employee Ken 
Harvey as they announced their retirement, both 
gentleman have served the club collectively for over 
2 decades. I am sure we will see both Ken and John 
around the club soon as we have so much coming 
up in the next 3 months including our feature 
raceday, GOLD COAST CUP!

As always, please do not hesitate to give me a wave 
as I walk through members on raceday. I look forward 
to seeing you all over the next three months.

Kind regards, 

Brett Cook 
Chairman

Down To Earth, 

Where Surf Meets The Turf
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THE COAST 
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DAY 2018



CEO’s Message
I hope that you had a fantastic time with 
your family and loved ones over Easter!

We hit the line hard in March with refurbishments 
kicking off for the development of the Undercroft 
and betting ring. We are on target with budget and 
time of completion of our new fully air-conditioned 
UBET Auditorium. I would like to thank you for your 
patience and understanding while works take place. 

I am overwhelmed by the positive feedback that I have 
received from you, our members regarding the project 
and communication that we have been sending out. 

The team and I have been active in putting ourselves 
in your shoes to ensure the best outcome for not 
only members but also for industry participants, 
functions and guests. For our busier days we have 
scheduled shuttle buses at our expense to pick up 
and drop off our members to the front gate. With 
GOLDOC still utilising our carpark over the month 
of April we will continue to provide this service when 
needed and also continue to communicate this 
to our members via email, leaflets and signage. 

Our race meeting at Beaudesert Racetrack for our 
Beach to the Bush Raceday was well received and 
Members enjoyed the Country Luncheon and setting. 
It was great to see members take up the opportunity 
to attend and experience a Gold Coast day like no 
other. Some of our clients certainly did and will take 
the reins in sponsoring the following racedays; Amir 
Mian Prestige Property Agents, Gold Coast Hospital 

Foundation, NECA, Southern Cross Austereo, QLD 
Brain Institute, Independent Liquor Group, Coca-
Cola Amatil, Spectrum Transport, ATHOC, Lang’s 
Building Supplies, Villi’s Family Bakery & PFD Foods.

We are thankful to have all of our racedays sponsored 
by a great alignment of businesses this quarter. 
Not forgetting the pinnacle event of autumn GOLD 
COAST CUP DAY which is proudly sponsored 
by XXXX, Brandon’s Electrical, UBET, Attwood, 
Moreton Hire and Gold Coast Harley-Davidson.

We will launch the new incentive for Gold Coast 
Cup Day; a unique race day that is like no other that 
will feature its annual ‘Bat Out of Hell’ 900 Metre 
race. For the first time ever, the winning trainer 
of the race will be presented with a brand new 
Harley-Davidson® STREET BOB®. What a unique 
incentive for our own, neighbouring and interstate 
trainers. Let me leave you with this question…

Who gets bragging rights?

Kind regards,

Steve Lines
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WHO HAS THE FASTEST 
HORSE IN AUSTRALIA?

The Winning Trainer of the Gold Coast Harley-Davidson® 
Bat Out of Hell 900m sprint on May 5th will ride away 

with a brand new Harley-Davidson®.

BAT OUT OF HELL 900M SPRINT

NOMINATIONS CLOSE 30/04/2018 11:00AM

A L L  T H A T  G L I T T E R S  I S  G O L D

S A T  0 5  M A Y  2 0 1 8

Exclusive packages still available. Book now gctc.com.au

$358,000 Attwood Marshall A.D. Hollindale Stakes (Group 2)  |  $100,000 Gold Coast Cup

Brandons Gold Coast Guineas $125,000  |  Moreton Hire Ken Russell Memorial $125,000

UBET Silk Stocking $150,000  |  Gold Coast Harley-Davidson® Bat Out of Hell 900m sprint $90,000

For full details and prize conditions visit www.gctc.com.au/records/incentives



Competition and Prize News
Some unbelievable rewards were presented to our members who have attended 
racedays at Aquis Park through the months of April and March, as a thank you for 
your patience and understanding with our temporary car park arrangements. 

Our first prize was 20 Members Reserve tickets to Rosehill Gardens for the 2018 
Longines Golden Slipper Raceday. 10 of our members received two tickets each 
and on behalf of the Board and Management, congratulations goes to Kevin 
Laverick, Robert McAllister, Ethan Mackie, David Nunn, Norman Wallis, Brad Alford, 
Alison Searle, Shirley Melville, Sharon Duffy and Glen Winters. We hope that you 
really enjoyed watching the Golden Slipper and also being able to experience the 
spectacle that is Winx. It certainly was a special day!

In addition to those incredible prizes which were valued at over $3100, we were 
able to once again thank our members with the help of XXXX Gold. 3 fortunate 

members were pulled out of the lucky door prize to win 2 tickets for Premier 
Seating at a Final 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth Games event. Special thanks 
goes to our members who attended on the day and also to our winners Rose 
Turner, Bradley Hinde and Bernard Radcliffe.

Unfortunately, we have not been able to announce any winners for our Members 
Badge Draw that is announced every Saturday race day. 1 member is drawn each 
raceday and if the winner is onsite they can collect their cash prize. You have to be 
in it to win it! Our last winner, Barry Swain took home $6,500 just before Christmas. 
With the current draw standing at $8,500 we are excitedly anticipating the next 
big winner!
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Membership update
The new membership year will begin on July 1st and it won’t be long 
before you will be able to renew again. More details on renewals 
will be released throughout the month of May which I am very much 
looking forward to announcing. For now, I am happy to provide some 
insight into additional benefits to your Members First Programme.

The Members First Programme began with a promise to offer 
ticketing to events at Aquis Park to the members first, before the 
general public. I am now proud to announce that we are able to 
offer ticketing to the 2019 Magic Millions Raceday to members for 
a limited time before being released to the general public. This 
means there will no longer be a ‘First Right of Refusal’ to guests 
who booked in previous years. The packages for this raceday will be 
released in June.

I look forward to seeing you all and touching base with you again 
during renewals.

I look forward to seeing you all and touching base with you again 
during renewals.

Warm regards

Jane Kiernan  |  Members Liaison
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Behind the Binoculars
Life is sometimes like a merry-go-round; 
it’s on and off before you can blink an 
eye, a bit like the race track really.

For the past two decades I have had the honour 
and privilege of being one of the resident Race 
Broadcaster for the Gold Coast Turf Club. Just 
recently I formally announced my retirement from 
the position. I have been lucky enough to follow in 
the footsteps of such outstanding broadcasters like 
Terry Bailey, Terry Spargo, Tony McMahon, many 
visiting callers and of course the inaugural on-course 
caller and recently retired Alan Thomas. 

To be the longest standing broadcaster at the 
GCTC is something I will cherish for years and 
decades to come!

IN THE BEGINNING 

On August 10, 1998, CEO, Scott Whiteman officially 
appointed me as the race caller at the GCTC. 
To be totally frank, without Scott’s support and 
encouragement, I doubt I would be writing this now.

A story I often tell is about my very first broadcasting 
day and when I got to the late Frank Evans who was 
GCTC’s Racing Manager at the time. 

The story goes something like this… 
In a moment of ‘toilet nerves’ at the races, my 
zipper got jammed (not a fantastic way to go about 
introducing myself for the first time to Mr Evans).

I was completely embarrassed and mortified to say 
the least.

Following the awkward introduction my day 
continued on the path of destruction. Whilst trying 
to call in the pouring rain I noticed Mr Evans had put 
up the wrong number for the third and unfortunately, 
someone had to tell him; ME. The uncomfortable 
conversation was, and still is vivid today.

It was an insecurity that was not mirrored in Frank 
however and he gave me huge thanks for an 
extremely difficult first day, for both of us. From that 
moment forward we became close friends until the 
day he left. Frank Evans was old school and I had 
utmost respect for him and his work ethic. He never 
made a mistake on my watch ever again. The GCTC 
was lucky with Racing Managers, as his replacement 
Craig Morrissey was also an outstanding Racing 
Manager, different to Evans but an asset to the club. 
Both men were outstanding exceptional at their 
chosen trade.

AQUIS PARK | GOLD COAST TURF CLUB

When I came on board arrived the late Peter 
Gallagher was chairman and he and his fellow board 
members made me feel most welcome in my new 
post, the late Pat Murray went out of his way to 
introduce me around to everyone. Bill Millican and 
Ray Stevens former chairman and deputy down 
the track were always in my court and to this day 
are seen around the club, in fact all the board and 
staff back then were most welcoming. The Late 
Don Alroe, Ron Burling and Billy Dwyer were good 

men, tough old school gentleman. It’s difficult to 
name everyone who helped me through my journey 
becoming lifelong friends over the years. 

Being in the broadcast box there is also plenty of 
people behind the scenes.... from Rose and Josh in 
the video-van to Kriss and the team of ladies from 
the as the on-course tech team, to the team of ladies 
in the PA Room, to the team of Judges headed by 
Steve McMahon. Then there’s the track curators 
team, captained by Steve Andrews, what a job they 
do! Look at the track, week in week out, marvellous 
surface; it’s a team effort. 

In my time the Gold Coast has also been a great 
grounding for stewards. Terry Bailey (now chairman 
in Victoria) and David Hensler in the Northern 
Territory, plus on carnival days Steve Railton, Al 
Reardon and more recently Ian Brown. Brown is one 
of the most practical and hands-on stewards I’ve 
worked with. I would be remiss if I didn’t mention 
former jockey and steward that left us too early - 
Gary Palmer - a man of great honour and trust. 

HORSES

In the press last week I was asked “which was the 
best horse I’ve ever broadcast at the GCTC”. The 
name Starcraft came to mind immediately.  He 
never raced at the Gold Coast but he did turn in a 
track work gallop one day with ‘Face Value’ that I’ve 
never seen the like since. It was electric. ‘Face Value’ 
went on to win the Bobby Lewis at his next start and 
Starcraft, I reckon, won three Group Ones in 
the campaign.
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The ill-fated Shogun Lodge, a dual Hollindale Stakes winner, was a 
highlight, he was a super horse. Gerald Ryan’s effort to bring back ‘My 
Duke’ from an injury after winning the VRC Sires to winning the Prime 
Ministers Cup was just a brilliant performance. Also, the fact that, my 
good friend and jockey Michael Cahill rode him was special.

Broadcasting Spirit of Boom and Falvelon will go down as fond 
memories as well. Both their legacies live on through their efforts 
as sires.

I never called Might and power or Rough Habit at the GCTC but I 
saw them. Both graceful machines and both champions of their 
respective eras.

OWNERS 

Nothing gave me greater thrills than seeing regular owners win races in 
their colours at home. The late Steve Fontany was a lovely guy. He loved 
a win with those white and brown silks. The Harbrow familys’ red, blue 
and white gave me chills when they saluted. The cheering made my 
heart race. I reckon they’ve had well over 100 winners in my time. Gary 
Pemberton and family breed and race which is so special when they 
win.

The Cowell family colours still win races every week somewhere.  
Patriarch Eric was good to me when I first came here. Then there’s the 
studs horses – Glenlogan, Eureka, raheen, Lyndhurst and so many more. 
Syndicates are now prominent too and this will only get bigger. 

RACECALLING

Some might find this strange but I treated each race the same. As an 
owner and breeder it doesn’t matter where, when and how. To win any 
race is a thrill, especially if it’s in your colours. Whether a maiden or a 
Group race it was the same to me.

Some don’t agree then some don’t get it either. I don’t think unless you 
have owned a horse or bred one it wouldn’t make sense to be fair. 

13



JOCKEYS

Scott Galloway and Allan Cowie dominated the 
Bundall track shortly after I arrived. Both could ride 
half the program without a problem. Scott still rides 
today and Cowie suffered a fall that stopped his 
career but he still continues on in great spirits. Both 
rode winners for me as an owner. Both gentlemen 
are still friends today. They both have the courage 
that is well documented in their lives.

The Gold Coast has also been lucky to have 
super apprentices such as Michael Rodd and Paul 
Hammersley. Premiership winner Aaron Kennedy 
left us far too early. He was unorthodox to say the 
least, effective though and as tough as I’ve seen in 
the saddle. I actually had great respect for him as 
rider. Whilst Neil Williams didn’t ride much under 
my watch he too was special. Talented and simply 
passed away unexpectedly. Then came Justin 
Stanley, Garry Baker, Chris Whiteley, Luke Dittman 
and more recently odds on favourite for this season’s 
premiership, Ryan Plumb.

I’ve left the best for last in Dan Griffin. The eight-time 
GCTC jockey’s premiership winner has surpassed the 
late great and six-time winner Ken Russell.

Dan Griffin is a brand at the GCTC. Turnover when 
he is in a winning mood goes through the roof. 
There was times when genuine 10-1 pops would 
open up 6-4 due to his following. He has a knack 
of riding the Bundall circuit just a bit smarter than 
most others. He reminds me of track specialists 
Mike Pelling at Ipswich or a Ken Pope at Caloundra. 
Simply dominant, Griffin is a patient rider hence my 
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commentary “as quiet as a church mouse”. Whilst he 
can’t win the title this season, due to injury, he’s on 
target to win title nine and who knows where it stops 
in years to come. He’s good for the club and game. 

There’s also so many visiting jockeys that have 
ridden here I’ve had the pleasure of broadcasting, 
too many to list. Champion hoop Jimmy Cassidy was 
the biggest character and I can tell you that and he 
still is. 

TRAINERS

Alan Bailey and Gerald Ryan dominated the trainers 
ranks when I came on board. It’s hard to judge or 
compare trainers or compare because they are 
all different. You need to have the horses behind 
you and some trainers like Noel Doyle and Harold 
Norman had smaller teams but still won the big 
races. John Wallace in his day was outstanding. 
Doubt there was a better money trainer on the coast. 
His success with Lloyd Williams cast offs 
was phenomenal.

In recent times Helen Page, team Guy, John 
Morrissey, Michael Costa, the astute Mel Eggleston 
and Toby Edmonds have headlined at some stage. 
Toss in Les Kelly, Scott Morrissey, Bruce Hill, Heinrich 
and Rogers and Kelly Doughty and that’s some team 
of talented trainers. Then Chris Waller now has a 
satellite stable here and Matt Dunn is just down the 
road. The GCTC has always been home to trainers 
who can win anywhere. I never really knew the early 
brigade like Greg Mance but their records speak 
for themselves.

PERSONALITIES

The Gold Coast has been home to many 
personalities. I think inducting Laurie Bricknell 
into the hall of fame was a highlight. The former 
leviathan booker turned punter has a fascinating 
story. The regular punters Lemonade Tom, Nathan 
Long and so many more taking on bookies Smith, 
Laird, and back when I started, Page and Merlehan 
make up the atmosphere which is the GCTC. Cole 
Diesel, the former Caulfield Cup Winner and then 
clerk of the course, was a crowd favourite. He loved 
to pose for a photo with a fan, he was a character 
alright! I must mention Heydon Harvey, a former 
board member and now life member has been an 
influential figure in my life. Always a great support. 
He is a smart man with a tremendous business brain. 
Five former members fondly remembered and not 
forgotten are: Greg Kelly of Royston Stud, a true 
gentleman; Bertha Wallace, mother of John whom 
was a lady in every sense of the word. Betty Doran, 
loved a tip and a laugh. And last but not least, 
Gary Moore and Russell Maddock, both champion 
jockeys here and overseas.

FAVOURITE DAYS

Memorial Day is growing each year and along with 
Gold Coast Cup day (formerly Prime Ministers Cup) 
are my two favourites on the calendar. 

In the 20 years I spent a few terms on the GCTC 
Board as member, Treasurer and Deputy Chairman. 
I will never forget the days when a small group were 
keen to sell off the current track and move the GCTC 
to the back blocks of the Gold Coast. It was a move I 
was totally against and to this day I remain the same. 

CURRENT DAY

The GCTC is in great hands under the leadership 
of Chairman, Brett Cook and his fellow board 
members. Brett has a genuine love of the club and 
defends and promotes it at every opportunity. 

CEO, Steve Lines I have known for over 25 years. His 
open door approach to staff, members and guests 
will see him take the club into the next decade. 
‘Linesy’ loves success and this is good for the club. 

 THANKS

Whilst my calling style might not have been 
everyone’s cup of tea, that is just me, I didn’t want to 
be a clone. You need to be who you are!

I want to say a big thanks to all the people from the 
GCTC and other racing people for their lovely calls, 
texts and emails in the past week. I am overwhelmed 
by all the comments.  I also wanted to thank my 
family and close friends for the support. 

Over the last few years I have been selling 
corporately for the club through my media business 
Hawkins Media and this will continue into the future.

If you have thought about buying a raceday (clients 
love the experience) or permanent track signage I 
would love to chat to you. My number  -0419 808 237

I will be around the club on a regular basis so please 
make yourself known to me. 

I will end with a big THANKS to all of you for my 
journey and the memories.

RACING AHEAD • ISSUE 48 15



RACING NEWS
It has been a wet season and rain has set some of the local trainers back with 
their carnival preps with the grass tracks being too wet to train and trial on. 
We’ve seen huge fields entered for our jump out and trial mornings, with one day 
exceeding 15 jump outs. Jump out and trial mornings are a great opportunity to 
see rising superstars begin their racing campaigns and meet local trainers.

For a short period of time, the Toby Edmonds trained Houtzen left her home at the 
GCTC to venture down to Sydney for the Autumn campaign and Golden Slipper 
day. She came back to her home turf shortly afterward for an exhibition gallop 
on familiar ground before undertaking another trip to Sydney to tackle the Man 
Shake P J Bell Stakes with Glyn Schofield. It is great to see Gold Coast trainers 
tackling the big guns and winning in Randwick. Congratulations to Houtzen!

We gave our track a break for a trip to Beaudesert. Our track staff will be 
assisting with track preparation and our barrier attendants assisted Beaudesert 
staff on race day. With all of these specialized hands on board, it was a solid day 
of racing.

On the same day the Winter Carnival commenced at Toowoomba’s Clifford Park. 
The carnival started with the $150,000 Audi Centre Toowoomba Weetwood 
Handicap, UBET Toowoomba $100,000 Cup and the Moore Trailers Toowoomba 
$75,000 Guiness meeting. Local trainers H.Page, C.Waller, B.Hill and M.Costa all 
had runners in the 3 main races.

With the final week in April at the Brisbane Racing Club, it gives the team a 
chance to do some minor renovations on the course proper in readiness for 
the Gold Coast Cup in May. Pending on Payroll’s performance in Sydney for 
the Queen of the turf, Bevan and Richard Laming have aimed her for the A.D 
Hollindale also on Gold Coast Cup day.

On behalf of myself and the team, best of luck to all of our trainers and industry 
participants. We are all routing for you!
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Upcoming Racedays

7 RONDO Raceday
14 Saturday
18 Wednesday
21 Saturday
28 Betting Only

5  Gold Coast Cup Day
7 Labour Day
9 NECA Raceday
12 Southern Cross Austereo Raceday
19 QLD Brain Institute Raceday
23 Independent Liquor Group Raceday
26 Coca-Cola Raceday

2 Spectrum Transport Raceday
9 ATHOC Raceday
16  Langs Building Supplies Raceday
23 Vilis Family Bakery Raceday
30 Saturday Raceday

SPONSOR YOUR OWN RACE OR RACEDAY! 
Email alanat@gctc.com.au for more information.

MAY 2018
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

JUNE 2018
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

JULY 2018
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31
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The Gold Coast Cup categories draw inspiration 
from our exclusive Canary Bar event which will have 
a second appearance in our Dome for this feature 
raceday. The pinnacle event of the racing day will be 
the 900 Meter Harley Davidson Bat out of Hell sprint. 
Our ‘Revolutionary Attire’ category for the fashion 
forward requires leather to be cleverly incorporated to 
pay homage to the iconic Harley Davidson.

Gold Coast based stylist, Louise Chambers will be 
back in house to MC the event which will be one 
of many Fashions on the Field held in 2018. Gold 

Coast Cup will lead into Spring Carnival proceeded 
by Derby Day and Melbourne Cup. Fashions on the 
Field is a great opportunity for men and women to 
explore the latest fashion trends by displaying their 
style and elegance on the local stage. We hope to see 
one of our members take home one of the fantastic 
prizes on offer. For more information on how to enter 
or requirements for each category, please see our 
website.

www.gctc.com.au

Fashion
Aquis Park, home of the Gold Coast Turf Club is 
excited to deliver a reinvigorated Fashions of the 
Field for 2018 to celebrate fashion and racing. The 
competition will continue to celebrate and showcase 
winning style and elegance whilst keeping on trend 
for the 2018 racing season.

Partnered with GlamCorner for Gold Coast Cup 
Day, we are excited to deliver a readily available 
competition for all to celebrate trend, tradition 
and taste, both on and off the track! GlamCorner 
is Australia’s favourite online designer dress and 
millinery hire destination for all of your racewear. At 
GlamCorner, you can hire luxury designer dresses 
at a fraction of their original retail price. Simply rent 
a dress, rock the track in it, and return it. It has never 
been easier to enter Fashions on the Field!

For Gold Coast Cup, we have a range of categories 
for Fashions on the Field to enter which include:

• The Golden Canary
• The Golden Peacock
• The Fancy Flamingo
• Birds of Paradise Milinery
• Revolutionary Attire
• Love Birds (couples)
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