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Chairman’s Welcome
2018… time to make the magic happen!

Chapter 1 of 12 begins for the New Year with a strong 
platform of racedays & the expectations are high for 
Aquis Park to produce an energetic & successful 2018. 

We started with our reintroduced Aquis Farm Ladies 
Raceday on Saturday, 6th of January. Our Team put 
together a great program for our Ladies Day event 
that featured a Cuban themed Fiesta in our Event 
Centre. This Rumba Extravaganza thrived with activity 
and I encourage you to get involved in our future 
themed activations as they are a real treat.

The following week on Thursday, 11th January, we 
hosted our annual Magic Millions 2YO Casual Calcutta 
Dinner. The Calcutta was an opportunity for you, as 
members, to book a table and enjoy dinner and drinks 
while our expert team of racing identities provided 
insights into the feature runners of the race. The Magic 
Millions conducted an exhilarating horse ‘sales’ and 
achieved record breaking prize pools. 

Then on Saturday, 13th of January we hosted the 
largest Gold Coast Raceday that is known as the Magic 
Millions Raceday. On behalf of the Board of Directors 
I would like to congratulate all staff of the GCTC for 

delivering a great day. I know how much work goes 
into all aspects to get this day ready and the set up on 
the day was very good. Throughout the raceday we 
reserved our Level 2 Member’s Areas exclusively for 
full time members and their guests. This was hugely 
successful and resulted in free flowing crowds.

In February we celebrate Chinese New Year hosting 
another feature raceday sponsored by Aquis Farm. 
With Chinese influenced catering, theming and 
entertainment this will be another unique raceday not 
to be missed.

On March 17th will be the renamed Jewel of the Coast 
raceday and will include the traditional MOCO Food 
Services Stakes and Carbine of Queensland Gold 
Market. This raceday will feature the inaugural running 
of the $250K QTIS 2YO Jewel and the $125K QTIS 
3YO Jewel.

While all this is ahead of us, I am amazed to see our 
Member’s Badge Draw reach $6,500 and be won by 
member Barry Swain on the 23rd of December. With 
such a fantastic prize on offer, it is no wonder that 
our members attendance is gradually on the incline. 
I hope you have all taken part in the activities that 
have taken place in the member’s areas including the 
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Sirromet Wine Tasting, a visit from Santa and the free 
beverages that we supplied to our loyal members 
as a thank you before Christmas. We hope to keep a 
healthy stream of activities running in our member’s 
areas throughout the year for you all to enjoy as an 
added bonus.

I wish you all the best in the New Year and look 
forward delivering some more exciting news in the 
next edition in racing ahead.

Watch this space…

Kind regards, 

Brett Cook 
Chairman

Down To Earth, Where Surf Meets The Turf
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CEO’s Message
Summer has certainly been an 
eventful and exciting time for us!

What a fantastic Spring Carnival we had at the track. 
Our Corporate support on the feature race days was 
nothing short of outstanding and after some failings 
the previous year I believe we certainly learnt and 
addressed much of the feedback we had received.

We changed it up on Melbourne Cup 
making some alterations in our Member’s 
Areas upstairs. It certainly seemed that all 
were very comfortable on this big day.

The functions that took place across the day have 
received renowned praise. We succeeded by 
booking out all events two weeks prior. We have an 
amazing team that made this possible who acquired, 
fed and entertained over 2,000 function guests.

As part of our Member’s First Programme, we 
activated the initiative to open our gates early to 
you, our members on Melbourne Cup in lieu of 
making you compete with paper ticket holders 
for seats. This activation was well received and we 
were happy to see our regulars take their usual 
positions and enjoy Cup Day. We kept this strategy 
in place for Magic Millions Raceday and with it saw 
some smiling faces who did not have to compete 
with other Raceday participants for the best seats. 
There however is still room for improvement.

I’d like to thank all of our supporters over 

carnival and the team at Magic Millions and 
look forward to continuing to build and 
improve on our efforts for next year.

As I pen out our successes I look at those 
achieved over Magic Millions. It is in the 
forefront of our mind to uphold the standards 
of service and the quality of the environment in 
our member’s areas. Our biggest challenge is 
managing the crowds on this big Raceday, 

A decision was made by our Board in our November 
Board meeting to revoke reciprocal rights to our 
partnering clubs on Magic Millions Raceday to 
maximise our members experience at the venue. 
Additionally we did not sell any paper tickets to 
the general public. Paper tickets were distributed 
to people who booked into a function and owners 
only. We created an owners precinct in an attempt to 
draw owners away from our member’s areas however 
due to the infamous heat that we all experience 
in January race meetings, we maintained our duty 
of care to provide for all race day owners giving 
access to our downstairs member’s areas only.

Magic Millions Raceday is an international affair 
that unites people from around the world and 
we will continue to work on this event. Our 
partnership with Aquis has opened up a new 
stream of supporters from China and Hong Kong 
and we were delighted to open our doors and 
welcome them. From my understanding of limited 
data available in other jurisdictions, this is one 
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of the highest growth avenues for wagering and ownership for 
thoroughbred racing in Australia. Not only is our partnership a 
significant reason to approach this industry, but we will receive 
a valuable repour by hosting Chinese New Year on the 17th of 
February. The day is set to host an array of Chinese New Year 
entertainment including but not limited to a selection of Chinese 
delicacies, dancers and traditions. We want to create a day that 
supports the Chinese community and international partners. 

I am truly excited about this event and 
the potential for it in the future.

As you know it’s my goal to deliver a Race Club that 
continues to grow with robust protocol. Which allows us to 
host magnificent racedays such as Chinese New Year

I want to end my piece on giving thanks to the members 
for their extraordinary support and I am proud to present 
a strong organization for you to be part of in 2018.

From myself and all of the staff and management at Aquis Park Gold 
Coast Turf Club we wish you and your families an eventful 2018.

Kind regards,

Steve Lines
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AQUIS FARM 
LADIES DAY 2018
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MAGIC MILLIONS
2018



Racing News
Champion Jockey turned Trainer, Gary Moore now has a satellite stable based at 
the Gold Coast Turf Club and has a strong stable behind him that can be seen at 
our Saturday Race meetings.

Alongside our permanent Trainers, we had a wealth of visiting trainers including 
Gai Waterhouse and Paul & Peter Snowden. Gai Waterhouse’s talented horse 
‘Arbeitsam’ who came second behind “Care to Think” in the Woodford Reserve 
Magic Millions Cup.

The Course Proper was well prepared for Magic Millions Raceday, with special 
fertilizer programs and plenty of rail movements to keep wear areas to a minimal. 
With over 400 horses working on the tracks and the first of our Feature Racedays, 
the training tracks were under pressure to keep up with the hectic pace. Our team 
of track experts worked diligently to provide our interstate visitors and Magic 
Millions superstars, the very best of surfaces.

We received 4 additional race meetings from Racing Queensland with the extra 
Wednesday Racedays throughout 2017. These have added wear and tear on our 
racing surface however with extra rail movements and plenty of good weather the 
track has been coping well. I look forward to preparing our track for the other four 
midweek race meetings that will occur over the course of the New Year.

You will notice some upgrades in our Mounting Enclosure that will be phased 
in over the coming weeks. New signs, railings and barrier covers were fitted to 
coincide with our Aquis logo just in time for the 13th of January. I myself, am very 
much looking forward to the New Year’s race meetings and hope you all have a 
great time. Happy Racing.

Steve Andrews – Racecourse Manager

RACING AHEAD • ISSUE 4710



Upcoming Racedays

Congratulations 
Sunlight
A 2017 Magic Millions purchase by Aquis Farm, McEvoy 
Mitchell Racing and Blue Sky bloodstock, Sunlight became 
Aquis Farm’s first Magic Millions 2yo Classic winner. Jumping 
as favourite the filly avoided early trouble and stalked the 
highly fancied Ef Troop to eventually go away and win by two 
lengths. The filly is raced under a full lady’s syndicate which 
includes Mr Tony Fung’s wife, Mrs Loretta Fung and other 
industry and non-industry lady racing fans.

Aquis Farm race horses in partnership and welcome 
potentially investors and keen race fans to participate at any 
level ownership, since August of 2017 Aquis Farm have had 
in excess of 40 individual winners across multiple states and 
tracks, showing that purchasing a winning horse and being a 
part of a profitable and enjoyable race horse partnership is 
well within anyone’s grasp.”

FEBRUARY 2018
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28

MARCH 2018
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

APRIL 2018
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

1 Easter Sunday
2 Easter Monday
7 Beaudesert Raceday
14 Prestige Property Agents Raceday
21  Gold Coast Hospital Foundation Raceday
25 ANZAC Day
28  Betting Only

3 Saturday
10 Saturday
17  Chinese New Year Raceday 

sponsored by Aquis Farm
21 Wednesday
24 Saturday

3 Australian Order of Old Bastards Raceday
10 Hospitality Rewards  Raceday
17  QTIS Stks/Goldmarket 

sponsored by Moco Food Services
24 Commercial Kitchen  Raceday
30 Good Friday
31 Easter

SPONSOR YOUR OWN RACE OR RACEDAY! Email alanat@gctc.com.au for more information.
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Behind the 
Binoculars
PLUMB JOB IS GRIFFINS PAIN

Eight time Gold Coast Turf Club 
jockey premiership winner Dan 
Griffin is expected to return to the 
Bundall track in late January. Never 
before has a jockey dominated 
like Griffin in recent history. Griffin 
snapped a ligament in his shoulder 
after a horse “went off” in the 
barrier stalls prematurely ending his 
season after recording a record 8th 
jockey title. Griffin then went under 
the surgeon’s knife and remains 
sidelined. 

Enter the globetrotting Ryan Plumb.

A jockey that has been around a bit 
despite his age, 28. Plumb has been 
riding in sensational form linking 
up with trainer Les Kelly to produce 
plenty of success. Ryan has ridden 
all over the Eastern Seaboard from 
Stakes winners in Adelaide for Lloyd 
Kennewell to Melbourne City winners 
for Mick Cerchi and Andrew Noblett.

“I went to Lindsay Park to finish my 
apprenticeship with David Hayes. I 
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learnt a lot there” Ryan Plumb said.

“Weight got me a bit and I decided to travel and 
actually worked in China for a period of 18 months 
with equestrian horses”

Plumb then decided to give it another go in the 
saddle and based himself at the Gold Coast.

“I love the Coast, it’s a great area especially with 
young kids,” he said.

The Les Kelly association was never planned it just 
happened, he added.

“I went to Les’s (Kelly) place to ride some work and 
quickly realised he had some nice horses.

“He’s a very good trainer Les. He has some 
promising youngsters like Freddie Foxtrot and 
Smart Attack.

“Les puts a lot of time into the base work of the 
horses. Lots of long work and doesn’t over gallop 
them.”

At the time of penning this article he’s arrived 23 at 
the post so far this season “on time”.

Ryan is surrounded by great family support with 
his sister Angela a trainer in her own right and dad, 
Lyle (Jnr), well known in racing circles. Lyle Jnr 
was heavily involved in racing relations between 
Australia and China through development of race 
clubs.

Not forgetting Lyle senior, a former jockey (also now 
81) was still breaking in youngsters in the family 
business less than 2 years ago.

Dan Griffin is expected to be back riding work in 
late January after a medical clearance.

“I hope to be riding by late Feb early March,” 
he said.

With a likelihood Plumb to be sitting on 30 winners 
plus into March it seems impossible for Griffin 
to record premiership number 9 just yet. Griffin 
conceded this.

“Plumby (Ryan) is going well. Yes I admit it’s hard to 
watch him riding winners but really it’s the whole 
racing part in general,” Dan said.

“It’s hard to watch.”

Griffin eclipsed the original king of the coast, the 
late Ken Russell, when he rode six premierships in 
a row. He then, due to injury, lost the title to Tony 
Pattilo and Luke Dittman only to return to win the 
last two premierships (2015/16 and 2016/17) to 
give him eight titles. 

Whilst Plumb appears to be heading toward his 
maiden Gold Coast Turf Club jockey’s premiership 
it’s a long way to go with Luke Rolls having a great 
season and the gifted horseman Matt McGurren a 

dozen from the lead.

Dan Griffin is known for his will to win with a 
number of four and five-winner days in the past but 
it’s a tough ask. 

The battle is and will be intriguing for years to 
come. Good luck to both gentlemen.

.........

January 20th and 27th will this year feature 
memorial races of past board members and 
members along with race goers. 

There is one or two spots available on the January 
20th schedule. The popular Jan 27th sold out in 
hours, probably due to families getting together on 
the long weekend.

Some of the people that helped me out when I 
first came to town in 1998 such as Peter Gallagher, 
Eric Cowell, Frank Evans and Don Alroe are 
remembered over the two days and I get a bit 
emotional as they were great people. 

Rod Ball, a prominent club member, has made a 
beautiful gesture and will honour one of my former 
colleagues, broadcaster Wayne Wilson, and former 
board member and club doctor Glen McCabe. 

All these people are passionate about the GCTC, 
like I am today. It’s a great place to be involved.
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Members First 
Programme
On Magic Millions, people who have 
booked in the previous year received first 
access to booking again the following year. 
We feel that our members should have this 
right and have now actioned Member’s First 
Right of Refusal for Magic Millions 2019. 
Only Aquis Park Members will have first 
access to book before the general public.

Packages will be released between August 
and September and we invite all Members 
to take full advantage of the best seats 
available before non-members.
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Gold Coast 
meets ATC
At the beginning of December our Membership 
Liaison Officer and Marketing Manager took a plunge 
from the office and made the tough trip to Sydney. 
During the visit, the girls were fortunate enough to 
have three days at the Australian Turf Club to get a 
debrief of the Everest and tune in to the journey of the 
Golden Slipper. The stunning trophy made its way to 
the Gold Coast for the second week of January to the 
Sales and Raceday. Along the way the girls noticed 
some 5 star service and operational techniques that 
will be implemented to our Raceclub. The first thing 
that was actioned before the 13th of January was the 
distribution of our new signage which will help all 
regulars and visitors find their way around the track. 

Our Australian Turf Club friends joined us at the Calcutta Dinner 
and supported our function as this is something they would like to 
implement at their festivals. They were one of many groups who 
contributed largely on the night as many attendees helped raise a 
significant sum for the National Jockeys Trust. We raised a total of 
$7,727 through donations and auctioned off a “Winx” pack which 
sold for $3,200. This is almost double the amount raised in last 
years Calcutta ($4,377) which is a strong indicator that the event is 
becoming more and more popular. The night was fun packed and 
a great thrill to see the Magic Millions Auctioneers, if you have not 
already seen them in action.

We would love to hear your feedback from Magic Millions and any 
Events that you have attended at Aquis Park. Please share your 
stories to membership@gctc.com.au. Happy Racing!



$100,000 MOCO FOOD SERVICES
GOLD COAST STAKES

INAUGURAL $250,000 
QTIS 2YO JEWEL

$100,000 CARBINE CLUB OF 
QUEENSLAND GOLDMARKET


