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Chairman’s Welcome
I am proud to announce that we have 
overcome the financial challenges that the 
club has faced in the past 18 months.

We have achieved a cash profit of over $400,000 for 
the 2016/17 year before depreciation. The full details 
will be available in the AGM repost that will soon be 
available for you to peruse.

Moving forward we will continue to invest in planning 
for both, race day and non-race day revenue 
expansions. The expectations for the current 2017/18 
financial year is to see our cash profit increase and 
contribute towards other new revenue streams that are 
now in motion.

With some further anticipating news, Racing 
Queensland announced their approval for 
infrastructure plans at Aquis Park. While this is 
exciting news, we still need final approval by the state 
government for the work to start. We are optimistic for 
a quick & positive response so we can get on with the 
practical work on delivering improved training and 
racing infrastructure for all our industry participants.

We have also launced our ‘Members First Programme’ 
and trust that all of our members took the opportunity 
to book their VIP packages for Magic Millions before 
the general public. Personally, I am very much looking 
forward to celebrating this big day with you, it is an 
event not to be missed!

Lastly, for those of you who are not aware, we 
experienced a big loss to our club this September. 
Well known members Elizabeth (Betty) Doran and 
Vic Dawson lost their own individual battles. I extend 
my deepest sympathies to their families and I am 
honoroued and blessed to have known Vic and Betty 
personally. I have many words that I would like to use 
to honour them however our Club Race Caller Steve 
Hawkins has penned out a beautiful eulogy towards 
the end of this edition of Racing Ahead that I hope the 
families of Vic and Betty will take pride in reading. 

I will be speaking with the families and the rest of you 
soon, all the best for now.

Brett Cook 
Chairman
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CEO’s Message
Winter has certainly been an 
eventful and exciting time for us!

I would like to thank those who attended the 
industry awards night and other specialty 
events held during the past few months.

Our Aquis Race Day was full of action and our 
members were lucky enough to take part in their 
hugely renowned Stallion Parade the following day. 
Our partnership with Aquis Australia continues to 
flourish and we are enthusiastic for the future.

We also hosted the 10th consecutive fundraiser 
for Pink Ribbon Foundation. We ‘pinked’ it up this 
year and helped raise significant $ for the National 
Breast Cancer Foundation. Without the support 
of the foundation, its organiser Robyn Cameron, 
our staff, our members and the guests this would 
not have been possible. Pink Ribbon Raceday will 
remain on our calendar as it continues to grow.

Now, with Spring Carnival at the forefront of our 
minds, we look forward to hosting some of the 
biggest events of the year including bringing 
Melbourne Cup and The Everest to our screens. We 
will kick off festivities with the Canary Bar for Caulfield 
Cup and Atwood Marshall Race day. Alongside the 
Canary Bar we have the exciting Beer Shed among 
other activations during the Spring Carnival. 

At Aquis Park, I invite you to take your place as a 
proud Member of one of the most popular places 

to watch all of the interstate celebrations and to 
join us for another Spring of our own exhilarating 
racing. It will be a vibrant affair and party of a lifetime, 
accompanied by exceptional catering, fashion, 
action-packed entertainment and plenty of colour.

Further to our Spring events, we’re offering our 
members exciting new benefits. We will soon be 
launching our ‘Members Badge Draw’. On the 
day we will be drawing a member number at 
random to win an opening jackpot of $500.00. If 
the owner of the winning member badge number 
is not on site the jackpot will roll over $500.00 
each week until it reaches a total of $10,000.00. 
At this point we will go into a continuous 
badge draw until an onsite winner is found.

As I come to a close, I encourage you to look at a 
few snapshots taken by photographer, Jess Hawkins 
from the Industry Award evening. Accompanying 
these photos will be a collection of favourites 
from events held during the past 3 months.

I look forward to seeing you all around 
throughout the carnival.

Kind regards,

Steve Lines
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Members Focus
On our 2017 Industry Awards Night we were able to celebrate and 
honour, the true dedication of one of our long standing members. 
Donna Sheldrick decided to join us as a member in December of 1998, 
back when the club was advertised on the racing channel. Since then 
she has been an avid racegoer, supporter and friend of the Turf Club. 
Our member officer Jane caught up with Donna and followed up on 
her reaction after receiving the award for Member of the Year. 

True to form, Donna could be found in her usual spot, with her group of 
comrades at the North Bar. Here she spoke of how it was rare for her to 
miss a day at the races, not forgetting her favourite one, Magic Millions. 
She spoke of how, without fail, she will be booked in the Board Room at 
any cost to take part in the day. 

“It is by far my favourite day, the whole world watches us on that day, 
how amazing is that?” Donna went on to tell while gleaming with pride.

When asked about what she thought of the Industry Awards night; the 
bright and bubbly Donna became modest and plain.

“I could not believe that I had been given the award, I love this place 
and to receive that recognition was unbelievable. I was nearly going to 
miss the whole night because of some bad news but I am so happy I 
didn’t.”

“The night itself was beautiful. It was bigger and better than ever, you 
could not buy a ticket towards the week leading up to it.”

Once the main questions were out of the way, Donna would not let 
Jane go without mentioning a few ‘improvements’ she had in mind for 
the club. They joked about hats, trainers and how she is looking forward 
to the Spring Carnival and Magic Millions, and we are certainly looking 
forward to having her.
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Canary Bar
We are thrilled to unveil the one-time event, Canary Bar. A 
promotion code will be sent to your mobile phones to book your 
ticket to the Canary Bar at Members Only prices! If you have not 
received a promotional code, please get in touch with the club.

Thousands of guests will up the style stakes to indulge in the 
region’s most glamorous celebration of fun, fashion and fillies, as 
Aquis Park presents the best of provincial thoroughbred racing.

Debuting at Caulfield Cup Race Day on Saturday, 21st October 
is the brand-new Canary Bar experience including a gourmet 
grazing menu of interactive food stations, featuring fresh 
seafood, prime meats, Asian banquet and more, as well as five 
hours of premium beverages.

‘Members First 
Programme’
Leading on from the launch of Spring Carnival  and Magic 
Millions packages to Members only, we are excited to 
release the details of our Members only packages for 
Canary Bar and Members Experiences.
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Racing News
Chris Waller has opened his satellite stables here at Aquis Park with 
15 horses at present and will increase over time up to 25 horses.

Steve Lees is also opening a satellite stable here with up to 9 horses 
ready to race. Steven will take up stabling in our training facility.

Houtzen has gone to Melbourne for the start of her racing 
preparation before going to the Everest in Sydney. We wish her all 
the luck in the world with her place set in stone for Everest.

We had a successful morning and afternoon with the Magic Millions 
2yo’s in training in preparation for the sales on the 10th and 11th of 
October.

We took a moment to honour all fallen jockeys on our Jockeys 
Celebration day. We held a minutes silence to reflect the sacrifices 
that these men and women make to participate in our great sport.

I look forward to some more good weather and racing over Spring.

Steve Andrews – Racecourse Manager

Upcoming Racedays
OCTOBER 2017

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

NOVEMBER 2017
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

DECEMBER 2017
S M T W T F S

31 1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

7 Saturday (Metro)
14	 Caufield	Guineas
21	 Caulfield	Cup
28	 Cox	Plate	

4	 	Cannonball	Heat	/ 
Derby	Day

7	 	Melbourne	Cup
11 Stakes Remembrance 
Day
18 Sum Prov S Heat
25 Saturday
29 Wednesday

2  Saturday
9 Saturday
13 Wednesday
16  Saturday
23 Saturday (Metro)
30 Saturday

Houtzen, Aquis Park Horse of the Year
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Fashion
Finally a place dedicated to helping you find the perfect 
race day outfit, Milano Imai talks us through her Spring 
Fashion Trends Report. Click on the link below or look up 
her website to be directed to her full report:

The 2017 Spring Racing Fashion Trends Report is a 
comprehensive, 41 page guide to what styles, shapes and 
colours will be trending at this year’s Spring Carnival. 

To download the free report, visit 
www.milanoimai.com/2017-trends-report

We	began	our	Fashions	of	the	Field	with 
Pink	Ribbon	Race	Day.	Proceeding	from 

this	we	will	host	FOTF	on:
Caulfield Cup – Saturday October 21

Derby Day – Saturday November 4
Melbourne Cup – Tuesday November 7
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Behind the Binoculars
The 2017 Industry Awards night was a sell-out.

Dan Griffin took out a record 8th jockeys premiership, Helen Page again 
topped the trainers rankings and promising young apprentice, Jag 
Guthman-Chester celebrated his first apprentices title.

Dan Griffin underwent the surgeon’s knife just prior to the ceremony and 
will be out until at least December and possibly longer. That gives Ryan 
Plumb, Matt McGurren and others a chance to challenge for the title in 
2017/18.

Helen Page will no doubt be on the leader’s board not only at the Aquis 
Park but state-wide, headed by her star performer Rudy. 

Jag Guthman-Chester is heading to the city with his valuable 3kgs claim 
under the watchful eye of his master, Bruce Hill.

Long-time bookmaker and now punter Laurie Bricknell was honoured 
with ‘HALL OF FAME’ induction as was Kiwi Warhorse and dual Hollindale 
Stakes winner Rough Habit. Likeable larrikin and “Roughies” trainer John 
Wheeler made the trip over from NZ and kept the crowd entertained with 
some wonderful stories about himself and Rough Habit.

Houtzen, as we publish, is headed for some Spring Carnival spoils in 
either Melbourne or Sydney. She was crowned GCTC HORSE OF THE 
YEAR. The 2017 Magic Millions winner, prepared Toby Edmonds and 
ridden by Jeff Lloyd, was a popular horse with the public and was a clear 
cut winner for the judges.

If you haven’t been to the industry awards night its worth diarising for 
next year!
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Sometimes, we need to take a few minutes to smell the roses and I 
must admit that was a scenario for me on September 23rd when in 
that week, we lost two members who loved the GCTC.

Elizabeth “Betty” Doran lost a short battle with cancer. For those that 
knew Betty, she was always beautifully dressed and presented. Regal 
would be a fair call. Betty loved a tip and would be happy to let you 
know if they got beaten. Betty was a regular Peter and Julie Laird 
punter upstairs in the members. Betty had been coming to the races 
for over 30 years and a nicer lady you wouldn’t meet. 

Vic Dawson also passed in the same week. He was so highly thought 
of by the club he was named GCTC Member of the Year three 
seasons ago. He was a gentleman. I always called him Mr Dawson, it 
was a respect thing for me. He reminded me of my grandad or older 
uncle. Vic had qualities that I appreciated and respected. 

Not many people would realise Vic had a short career as a jockey. 
His favourite horse was Cool Edition, a mare he bred which 
produced the freakish racetrack performer Brave Hawk and was 
raced by the Dawson Team. Up until his passing he had a share in 
the current smart performer Londahero.

Vic Dawson was farewelled with a service at Nerang and then a wake 
at Aquis Park. He would have loved it. His legacy lives on through his 
wife Fay and son Gary, a prominent owner and racing fan.

As I approach 20 years at the GCTC I have been fortunate to meet 
so many great and interesting people, not only trainers, jockeys and 
administrators but the members. Betty and Vic may you rest in peace 
in the big racetrack in the sky and look down each Saturday assisting 
me through a tight photo finish.

Yours faithfully

Steve Hawkins
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Entertainment
We will have on site live entertainment in our bunker 
bar every race day through spring carnival. Gold 
Coast’s very own, Alick Kilsby will be soothing us 
through the excitement on Caulfield Cup and Derby 
Day. Lily Budiasa and Dean Boundy are on the mic 
for our biggest day, Melbourne Cup. They are some 
of many artists that will be taking the muscial reins in 
between races throughout the coming months.

Sponsors
With special thanks to our sponsors for their ongoing support. Please see below for the list of accredited contributors to our race days:
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Racecourse Drive Surfers Paradise Qld 4217

PO Box 5070 Gold Coast Mail Centre Bundall Qld 9726

Telephone:	(07) 5538 1599 Facsimile: (07) 5538 5083

Email: info@gctc.com.au

gctc.com.au	  


